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New or Little-known Elateridae (Coleoptera) from
Japan, XXXIII

Hitoo OHIRA

Kitsuneyama 6-4, Maigi-cho, Okazaki, 444-35 Japan

Abstract Three new species of elaterid beetles are described from Japan and
illustrated. They are named Zorochros suzukii, Elathous yamamotoi and Shirozulus
hiramatsui.

In the present study, the author is going to describe three new species of
elaterid beetles from Japan. They belong to three different subfamilies, Negastriinae,
Denticollinae and Elaterinae. The holotype of each species to be described in this
paper are preserved in the collection of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.),
Tokyo.

Before going further, the author wishes to express his deep indebtedness to Dr.
Shun-Ichi UEno of the National Science Museum, Tokyo, for his reading the man-
uscript and giving me useful suggestions, and Messrs. Toshihiro Ozaxk1 of Hirosaki,
Kojun Suzuki of Miyagi, Hiroyoshi HiraMaTsU and Naofumi YamamoTo of
Wakayama, for their kindness in offering the specimens used in this study.

Zorochros suzukii sp. nov. [ Negastriinae]
(Fig. 1 A-T)

Male. Length 2 mm, width about 0.7 mm. Body small and subovate, moderately
convex above; surface shining, black to blackish brown except for posterior angles of
pronotum and ventral surface of body more or less dusky brown; a small, subcircular,
yellow brown spot present behind humeral angles of each elytron as shown in Fig. 1
A. Antennae blackish brown (two or three basal segments more or less yellowish
brown) and legs yellowish brown. Vestiture cinereous, decumbent, becoming longer
on head and pronotum.

Head gently convex between eyes, weakly depressed on subvertical portion between
antennae; surface almost smooth, moderately densely punctate, but not scabrous;
clypeal margin well ridged, rounded and weakly depressed at middle (Fig. 1 D).
Antenna short, not attaining to posterior angle of pronotum; basal segment robust
and subovate, 2nd subcylindrical, 3rd subtriangular and nearly as long as 2nd, 4th to
10th weakly serrate (Fig. 1| H).

Pronotum subquadrate, widest across middle, with sides weakly sinuate just before
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posterior angles, rounded at middle; disc moderately convex, with surface almost
smooth, not scabrous, sparsely and evenly punctate, bearing an obscure longitudinal
smooth line at middle; posterior angles short, projecting postero-laterad, each with a
distinct carina above, which extends anteriorly along lateral margin near to anterior
margin (Fig. 1 F). Propleural area flattened, without any concavity or groove;

Fig. 1. Zorochros suzukii sp. nov.—— A, Holotype (male); B, anterolateral surface of pronotum;
C, basal plate; D, frons and clypeal margin of head, dorsal aspect; E, scutellum; F, pronotum;
C, aedeagus, dorsal aspect; H, 2nd to 4th segments of male antenna; I, same, female antenna.
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prosterno-pleural suture broad and double, curved outwards at middle. Scutellum
broad, lingulate, flattened and obtusely pointed apically (Fig. 1 E).

Elytra about 1.8 times as long as their basal width, with sides almost parallel in
basal halves, thence rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are
normally pointed; striae defined; intervals weakly elevated, punctulate and finely
rugose. Basal plate widest at middle and rounded at outer margin (Fig. 1 C). Legs
and claws simple.

Aedeagus (dorsal aspect) as illustrated (Fig. 1 G); median lobe triangular at tip;
lateral lobes each gradually attenuate and obtusely pointed at apex.

Female. Very difficult to distinguish from the male without examination of
genital apparatus.

Holotype: 3, Otayachi, Wakuya-chd, Miyagi Prefecture, 31-VII-1994, K.
Suzuki leg. Paratypes: 20 exs., same date and locality as for the holotype.

Distribution. Honshu, Japan.

This new species is somewhat allied to Zorochros humeralis humeralis (CANDEZE,
1873) from Honshu, but can be distinguished from the latter by the smooth surface
and sparser punctures on the disc of pronotum, flattened propleura of prothorax, and
obtusely pointed median lobe of aedeagus.

Elathous yamamotoi sp. nov. [Denticollinae]
(Fig. 2 A-B)

Female. Length 16 mm, width about 4.5mm. Body robust, elongate, nearly
parallel-sided and moderately convex above; surface shining, dusky castaneous-brown
entirely except for slightly darker elytra; antennae and legs castaneous brown; vestiture
fine and fulvous on elytra.

Head broadly and triangularly impressed between eyes; surface evenly punctate,
each puncture seemingly umbilical; clypeal margin well ridged, more or less expanded
anteriorly and transversely truncated at middle (Fig. 2 B). Antenna short, not attaining
to posterior angle of pronotum; basal segment robust and subcylindrical, 2nd small
and subclavate, 3rd subtriangular and almost as long as 2nd, 4th to 10th rather feebly
serrate, median longitudinal smooth line absent.

Pronotum subquadrate, widest across middle, with sides weakly sinuate just before
posterior angles, slightly rounded at middle, thence gradually convergent towards an-
terior angles; disc dome-like, bearing a very shallow median longitudinal smooth line
in posterior half, with surface smooth, evenly and rather sparsely punctate, but the
punctures become denser and coarser towards sides; posterior angles short and obtuse,
each bearing a short distinct carina above (Fig. 2 B). Prosterno-pleural sutures each
double, weakly grooved at anterior portion. Prosternal process slightly incurved just
behind procoxae. Scutellum rather broad, gently convex at middle; punctate and
pubescent.

Elytra about 2.6 times as long as their basal width, with sides almost parallel in
basal two-thirds, thence rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are
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Fig. 2. Elathous yamamotoi sp. nov.——A, Holotype, female; B, same, head, pronotum and
basal area of elytra (enlarged).

normally rounded; striae defined, deeply and coarsely punctate; intervals gently
elevated, irregularly and transversely rugose. Legs slender, tarsi and claws simple.

Male unknown.

Holotype: @, Mt Gomanodan, Wakayama Prefecture, 21-VIII-1976, N.
YamamoToO leg.

Distribution. Honshu, Japan.

This new species is somewhat similar in general structure to Elathous brunneus
(LEwis, 1894) from Japan, but can be distinguished from the latter by the robuster
body, shorter antennae, and sparser and shallower punctures on the disc of pronotum.

Shirozulus hiramatsui sp. nov. [Elaterinae]
(Figs. 3 A-1)

Male Length 7.5 mm, width about 1.7mm. Body elongate, almost parallel-sided
and normally convex above; surface shining, aeneous except for posterior angles of
pronotum and around margins of 7th sternite of abodomen more or less brown:
antennae blackish brown (three basal segments dark brown) and legs yellowish brown
(femora dusky brown); vestitute tawny and fine.

Head with a shallow median concavity between eyes, flattened on vertical portion
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between antennae; surface coarsely and densely punctate; clypeal margin well-ridged
over antennal insertions, obliterated at middle (Fig. 3 C). Antenna short, not attain-
ing to posterior angle of pronotum; basal segment robust and subovate; 2nd sub-
cylindrical, 3rd subtriangular and almost as long as 2nd; 4th about 1.5 times as

Fig. 3. Shirozulus hiramatsui sp. nov.—— A, Holotype, male; B, basal plate; C, clypeal margin,
dorsal aspect; D, some punctures on the disc of pronotum; E, scutellum; F, pronotum, dorsal

aspect; G, aedeagus, dorsal aspect; H, 2nd to 4th segments of male antenna; I, prosternal process,
lateral aspect.
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long as 3rd; 4th to 10th segments moderately serrate (Fig. 3 H).

Pronotum subcylindrical, clearly longer than its width, widest across posterior
angles, with sides nearly straight at middle, thence rounded and convergent towards
anterior angles; disc dome-like bearing a shallow median longitudinal channel in
posterior half, with surface minutely scabrous, moderately densely and evenly punctate;
posterior angles projecting postero-laterad, each with a distinct carina above; basal
furrow absent (Fig. 3 D, F). Scutellum lingulate, flattened, punctulate and pubescent
(Fig. 3 E). Prosternal process in lateral aspect as figured (Fig. 3 I).

Elytra about 2.9 times as long as its basal width, with sides almost parallel in
basal halves, thence rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are
normally pointed; striae defined, deeply and regularly punctate; intervals weakly
elevated, irregularly and transversely rugose. Basal plate with outer margin not
angulate at middle, almost parallel in outer half (Fig. 3 B). Legs slender, tarsi and
claws simple.

Aedeagus as figured (Fig. 3 G), median lobe gradually tapering towards obtusely
pointed apex; apical portion of each lateral lobe subtriangular, with outer angle obtusely
angulate.

Female. Very similar to male, but the body is larger (length 8-8.5 mm) and the
antennae are a little shorter.

Distribution. Honshu, Japan.

Holotype: 3, Mt. Gomanodan, Wakayama Prefecture, 22-V-1976, H. HIRAMATSU
leg. Paratypes: 19, Mt. Gomanodan, Wakayama Prefecture, 25-V-1974, H.
HIRAMATSU leg; 19, same locality, 22-VI-1993, H. HIRAMATSU leg.

This new species somewhat resembles Shirozulus bifoveolatus (LEwW1s, 1894) from
Japan, but can be distinguished from the latter by the smaller and more parallel-sided
body, more coarsely punctate disc of pronotum, very shallow (sometimes absent)
foveae on the antero-lateral disc of pronotum, and different shape of aedeagus.
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1. Zorochros suzukii (VX ¥ EVFEARXYF)

BREOGHTMED, SHEEAMERT TRV L. Z humeralis humeralis (CANDEZE, 1873)
AT FEIRYFIELTBH, WRERIEREFL, S22 TESETIOATHS. T
7o, RIMREEIBIE T CTH 5 Z LM TH 5.

2. Elathous yamamotoi (¥4 27 ) 40X NFa XY F)

RIS O LA SCRASFIIK UL HEHE / 11T RS L7z, E. brunneus (Lewis, 1894) 7 1) 4 T %
NFIRXYFIEPT BN, AL LS LAERITHMAIZL VEL, FTREROSH%L TS
WCENT 5 2 L2 OB TH 5.

3. Shirozulus hiramatsui (¥ X A 3KV I AV F)

AL DFANRTE KA IR FEEE I TRV 722 L7, S bifoveolatus (LEwis, 1894) I # 5 K
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OHIRA, H.: Notes on Rismethus scobinula (CANDEZE, 1857)
(Coleoptera, Elateridae) from Japan

AFEI%, Canpize (1857) #%China & Mexico H L L TR L o hR 225 mm O/ EETH 5.
HAA &3 Canpize (1873) % G. Lewis (1894) 2%icsk, BUETHAM (RIF) 2LRICLT, BA
EXSERBEBICW2HEFENEHICHHIMONTVDE L, BE»SIEMwa (1931, 1934)
AEEEL TS, 7, KF (1975 1986) ICb i RTHEIC OV TO®REDHH. €Dk, Havek
(1973) i, BMNH{#E ? China B O HEER % lectotype (ZHE L 7.

g2y AHOEBEROERHSHESMIZENOT, AREOMICOVTOIBRFETLI LI
L, UToEKIZOWTHERETZ L7z,

China % (Fig. 1B) : S L WEMAIIAWT, 7V Fry Coll. 1905 & & 5 2 fEAEDEH VERT,
WIS Havek KATEE. 9 b 1EKIE, RRLAER2S mmOBfhz LEATHS.

Hong Kong# (Fig. 1A) : 7 -X)ViZi3 G. C. Champion Coll. & & % 19274 &5 D 4 KD H W EAT,
Havek KASFEISE, O b 1EFIRER L2 &) k2.5 mmoBe s LERTH 5.

Texas (Fig. 1C) : Kerrville T 19594 4 J {234 & 1172 Dr. E. C. BEcker DA E 2% 5 BT,
RLIE ) BRABEFL TS,

IS DEROHIBIE =AU L LTV %5, ChinafED b DOFIAERIE L LRFET, ML
BB CIBE 25 (Fig. 1B) ®IZH LT, Hong Kong B T3 ARl L, WHIZFAT
TH5 (Fig. 1A). ¥ 7= Texas EDAEKDMMHI & ) FATT, REREOBHKEIZ L MR (Fig. 10).



